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Simpson case hlnges on motive

By Debbie Howlett
USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES — If prose-
cutors hope to convict OJ.
Simpson of two brutal mur-
ders, experts say they have to
answer the question foremost
in the public’s mind: Why?

“It's supremely important to
assign a motive,” says Robert
Hirschhorn, a jury consultant
from Texas. “Legally, it's not
required. But because TV has
shaped our view of the judicial
system ... it’s critical.”

Prasecutors will have to plot
a storyline astidy as an episode
of Murder She Wrote, persuad-
ing jurors an obsessed 0.J.
Simpson stalked his ex-wife,
Nicole Simpson, in the weeks
before her murder and that of
her friend, Ronald Goldman.

While the defense team de-
clines to talk about motives as-
cribed to O.J. Simpson, they
deny that he ever stalked Ni-
cole Simpson.

And lead counsel Robert
Shapiro said last week grand
jury transcripts showed O.J.
Simpson used “remarkable re-
straint” in dealing with a man

! Nicole Simpson started dating
. before their divorce was final.

But prosecutors’ theories
may be bolstered by a private
investigator who sa ldman
told a fg',endffrﬁps%?eat—
ened to kill him.

AGoldman told this person

pecifically that Simpson
threatened his life — words to
the effect, ‘I could kill you, you
son of a bitch,’” says R.W. Pe-
terson, a Denver investigator
‘llljred by a group called

“Friends of Nicole.”

Peterson says “Friends of
Nicole” consists of one person
keenly interested in spousal
abuse issues and two “close
friends” of Nicole's.

Nicole Simpson moved out
of 0.J. Simpson’s house for

is making such a show of

she was killed. muddying the water and trying
“She dropped the bombshell to get a hung jury,” he says.

and he realized that would be erts say the only sure

it,” Peterson says. y of avoiding a hung jury in
“They (his employers) feel case without eye withesses is

there’s a good chance he’s go-“ to offer a motive.

ing to walk because the .de- “If you've got one of those

good on May 24, 19 days before  fe

Byr: ;'ra;:l Prouser, Reuters
SIMPSON: Defense team de-
nies he stalked his ex-wife.

‘smoking gun’ cases, who cares
why the Killer did it,” says Greg
Garrison, an Indianpolis law-
yer who prosécuted boxer
Mike Tyson.

To that end, prosecutors:

b Are trylng to interview
Simpson’s adult children from
a previous marriage, Jason and
Arnelle.

P Seized answering machine
tapes from Nicole Simpson's
house with rambling and angry
monologues from Simpson, the
Los Angeles Timnes reported.

It’s clear from transcripts of
the aborted grand jury pro-
ceedings that police and prose-
cutors are considering a strate-
gy that includes painting a
portrait of O.J. Simpson as jeal-
ous and unstable. -

Nicole Simpson’s former
boyfriend Keith Zlomsowitch,

" who {estified before the grand

jury, is laying low at the re-
quest of the courf, says his
mother, Lois Ziomsowitch.

He told the grand jury he
had several infimidating en-
counters with 0.J. Simpson
during a month-long affair with
Nicole Simpson in 1992.



