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iuchiolo, shown in 1990 Depart-
neri, of Comections photo, has history of
jiv ng: false information, police say.
}; g

ook@ .like securlty guards so he kept
noving. .

- Shortly after 10 p-m., ' Chiuchiolo ‘added,
le was approachmg another house across
he street 'and preparing to go inside when
le Héard a woman scream and turned to
1ee the same two men running away.

" Frightened, Chiuchiolo said he ran back
o his 'own car and sped back home,
itoppmg only for gas and to call his wife.

} Chiuchiolo’s " story impressed defense '
\ttorneys and investigators in part because
2e came forward before a $500,000 reward
Was offered for information leadmg to the
lrrest of the “real killer or killers.”

‘ Robert L. Shapiro, Simpson’s.lead law-
7er, said Wednesday that he was unaware.
f any new developments regarding. the
surglar, but ‘s¢id he and the rest of the
Slmpson défense team have many leads to
yursue, riot just the testimony offered by
ke burglar.

Legal experts said that if Chluchxolo did
;)rowde false reports in previous cases, he

most certamly will not make an appear-
mce in this one. '

it \report of -this individual coming
"'"th indccurate information in other
rofile cases is true, then this mys-
wlmess will nevér become a trial
%Vitn@ss because his credibility will have
?eenidestroyed ” said Peter Arenella, a
UCLA law professor. “If this report turns
ut to be accurate, it's not surprising:
ngh profile cases tend to attract bizarre
characters who will do anything to get
theirmoment in the limelight.”

' ghes staff writer Henry Weinstein contribut-
Ld to this report.

-

MOTIVE: Stalking Evidenc
Sought Agamst Simpson |

' Continued from A1

they know would never do such a terrlble
thing, it will be crucial for the prosecutors
to answer that question.”

Simpson has. pleaded not guilty to the
murders, and his legal team has accused
authorities of failing to pursue leads that
point to other suspects. B
The stalking theory agamst Simpson was

- most elaborately detailed in the June 21

grand jury testimony of Keith D. Zlomsow-
itch, who briefly dated Nicole Simpson in

1992, He told grand jurors that Simpson

pursued the couple during that time,
showing up at restaurants where they

.were dining and once spying on them

through a window while the two were
having an intimate encounter. on Nicole
Simpson’s couch.

Zlomsowitch said he felt threatened and
intimidated by Simpson’s actions, particu-

larly when Simpson confronted him as he

was massaging Nicole Simpson’s neck.
Although Zlomsowitch’s testimony
could form an important element of the
motive case against Simpson, he is not the
only person who has been interviewed

about the troubled relationship between

0.J. Simpson and his ex-wife.

According to sources familiar with the
case, several of Nicole Simpson’s
friends  have been questioned about
whether they have. knowledge regarding
allegations of abuse. Louis Brown, Nicole
Simpson’s father, said Wednesday that he
and" other family members have been in
regular contact with authorities and expect
to be officially interviewed at some point,
but have not beent yet.

- Police also have launched an exhaustive
search for records of calls for help a
Simpson’s home, sources said.

“You couldn’t have been a really goop
friend [of Nicole] and not have been
around when 0.J. would show up” uninvit-
ed, one friend of Nicole Simpson said. “H
would come to the table [at a public place],
for example, and make his presence
known—make comments until one of us
made some comment back, like, ‘C’'mon
0.J., don’t do this.” Then he'd sit there and
stare at her till we all felt uncomfortable
enough to leave. It wasn’t like an ‘Oh, poor
0.J. stare. It was like, ‘I'm watching you.””

Other friends of Simpson’s slain ex-wife
said authorities had seized the tapes from
her telephone answering machine, which
she would use to screen his unwanted
telephone calls “when he wasn’t doing well
and she didn't want to deal with him.”

“It was 0.J.”s style to go on and on and
on,” one friend said. If Nicole Simpson
refused to pick up the phone, the friend
added, he would leave long messages on
her answering machine.

As prosecutors weigh the evidence re-

‘Peterson, the owner of a Denver prlvate

gardmg motive, they confront sevral
potential pitfalls, experts said: If tieir
evidence falls short of- proving' a motive,
the failed effort might make jurors suppi-
cious of the entire case, legal experts said.

In addition, there is no guarantee that
Superior Court Judge Lance A. Ito weuld
allow prosecutors to introduce cerfain
kinds of evidence indicating motive.

As a general rule, courts will not admit
evidence of prior bad acts, commonly
referred to as character evidence. Howev-
er, courts in some circumstances will admit
evidence of such prior acts if they cari be
used to show motive. )

In this case, such evidence might inclixde
Ziomsowitch’s testimony and tapes of 911
calls in which Nicole Simpson pleaded: for
help because a man she identified as her
ex-husband was threatening her. }

To get the “stalking evidence” or the r911
tapes admitted, Levenson said, the prose-
cutors would first have to show thatithe
acts are relevant to the murder and then
show that the probative value of ‘the
evidence outweighs its possible prejud101al
impact.

But if prosecutors do not address’ the
issue of motive, that too has risks. Barry
Levin, an experienced criminal defense
attorney, noted that California allows ju-
rors to infer innocence from the absgjﬂce of |
any evidence about motive.

“Motive is powerful evidence for, the
prosecution,” Levin said. “The absefice of

motive is powerful-evidence the “de-
fense.” N
/A the police canvass Nicole Slmp n’s

iends for clues about her relatignshi
with her ex-husband, some of those friends
are taking action of their own. Robert W.

LeamER S

investigative agency, said Wednesday ‘that Hd

he has been retained by a group of clfént :

calling itself simply: “Friends of Nlcolé'"
Peterson said his backers wish to re

In the brief time that he has been !
working on the case, Peterson said hé has |
talked to witnesses who have mformatlon
regarding the relationship betweetr 0.J.
Simpson and his ex-wife. One withess
described shouting matches in restaurants
and other public places, the mveshgator
said. :
~ That witness is one of several whY))have
been questioned by police and whg have
said that Nicole Simpson was afraid 6f her
ex-husband, Peterson added. i

“She kept on as good terms as she ‘¢éuld
with him,” Peterson said. “But she was
scared to death of him.” . A

.

Times staff writers Henry Wemsteim and
Rebecca Trounson contributed to this repoit.



