T T

Aspen :

by.Bill Rolling” 5 -
~Two weeks ago, on Fnday the
13th Aspen gnt its first” pnvnte

Robert W (Pete) Peterson an-
nounced that he would be availa-
‘ble for private investigations on a
| 24 hour a day basis through Gene
. Fuller at the Woodshed in the Mill
Street Station.

Peterson, will continue to live

and keep his main office in De-
nver, but he hopes that there will
be’eriminal defense, missing per-
sons, and personal security work
here, '
., Peterson has been a private de-
tective in Denver for the past
seven years, after three in auto
repair. He went to the School for
Criminal Justice at Red Rocks to
get his start. -

He came to Vail and Aspen in
1977 as Olivia Newton Johi's
body guard after she received
threats on her life. Peterson has
also acted as a body guard for a
Saudi Arabian, guarding his
plane with automatic rifles.

Missing Persons

A couple of missing persons
cases — one in Denver and
.another in Chicago — have also
brought him to Aspen in the past.

Most of his recent cases have
involved criminal defense work
for private citizens, he said. He
was hired not long ago by a
Chicano in Denver who had been
charged with 19 counta of aggra-
vated robbery and faced 40 years
in jail. o

By the t.u:ne : Petereou got
through with his investigation,
the charges had been reduced-to
one count of felony menacing.

_The work was not glamorous. It

involved methodical review of the
police and district attorney’s re-

Sross-examination of all the
witnesses, and endless inter-
views. Peterson was able to come
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stances, Peterson showed persons
mug shots of persons who looked
like his client and got them to
admit they could have been wrong
in their identification.’

- Peterson has a permittocarrya’

gun in a shoulder holster, but he
has never had to use it. Wiretap-
ping and eaveadropping were out-
lawed in Colorado in 1968 and
Peterson said he tries to stay as
far away from that as possible,
Limited Hardware

He admits using an infra-red
night scope to watch persons in
the dark, however, and said there
is now a transmitter for tailing
vehicles. Like the beeper locater
used for downed aircraft, it at-
taches easily to the vehicle that is
to be followed.

“It's primarily leg work, the
same sort of thing that goes into
good investigative journalism,”
Peterson said, minimizing the
“hardware” required for his job.

He zaid some cases have proved
“a little too exciting.”

He was hired by an oil company
in Wyoming that was losing
$5,000 to $8,000 a day in thefts of
crude oil.

"You could disappear up there if
you were found out because repu.
tations and millions are at stake,”
he gaid. "We were dealing with
heavvyweights, people who pace
irons, organized crime in cowboy
hats.” -
Pending Worries
Peterson is reluctant to disclose

many details of his cases for obvi-

ous reasons.

"People wind up missing in gul-
lies,” he said. "Nobody has ever
rhade it to court to testify against
this one person who ripped off an
entire county there.

= Wewere ableto save eurehent

$156,000 in overruns' by a sub-
contractor finally by using an un-

dercover man. We bluffed them.
Wa had invaises Moeco_raferences
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first year,” Peterson said. “I didn’t
get any of the glamorous stuff.
But it’s not dull,”

Peterson was hired by some
Coloradobankers who own part of
a Las Vegas hotel. Again, he is
somewhat vague about details be-
cause the case is still pending.

"There was some unorthodox
cheating going on,” he said. "We
got admissions through under-
cover agents from the people
doing it, but we don't know
exactly how they were doing it.
They had radio transceivers and
other seph:st.ncated gadgets that
defeated the ca.smo 8 buxlt.»m sec-
u.nty measures.”

Life Threatened

During the Las Vegas investi-
gation, Peterson received a tele-
phone call threatening hia life. He
was told that he talked too much
to the cops.

Peterson told the caller that he
had developed a “death insurance

policy.”

“If anything happens, to us,”
Peterson said he told the ¢aller,
“we have a back-up system that
insures the same thing will hap-
pen to you whet.her it's your fault
or not.”

Nothing has happened to Peter-
son yet, but he admits, "I get a
little nervous, Once while driving
in the west end of Las Vegas he
heard the popping sounds of small
caliber gunfire coming from an
old beat-up brown van. "The bul-
lets were going by close enough so
that we could hear the ‘phing,
phing’ sounds,” he said. “But I
don’t bélieve t.hey were really try-
mg to hit us.” -

- Depending on the reqmrements

of a case, Petereon said hecanuse -

four or five operativés including
an ex-FBI agent, and Vikki, ah

attractive blonde who he said is.

“good at eliciting informmmtion
aver dinner.”: —-mmes - i G
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like being a magici

" want to reveal wﬁra?}i ;

other guys will pick up on them.”
The number of hours Peberson

works varies tremendously and so
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.Robert W. Peterson recently set up an Aspen numbe here he?n ge
reoched 24 hoursa duy for prwafe defectwe work. ;. £

Pe‘terson tﬁ?‘down paper—
‘serving work, repogsessing cars,

and said that dnmrce work:a “als g5




